This is the first report to document the occurrence of spontaneous valve opening after failed FT.
In a review of 243 patients in 17 retrospective studies with failed FT, Huang et al. (3) found that follow-up information was not available in more than 40% of patients even for assessment of 30-day outcomes. None of the studies followed up patients beyond 30 days. This information is relevant for developing countries because many patients with residual valve dysfunction do not undergo redo surgery.
Though spontaneous restoration of valve function was common, the rate of major adverse events during follow-up was high. However, these events occurred almost exclusively in patients (6 of 7) who were in New York Heart Association functional class III or those who had not improved in functional class with FT. The magnitude of reduction in transvalvular gradients, though predictive of spontaneous valve opening, was not associated with either improvement in functional class or the occurrence of adverse events. Transvalvular gradients are dynamic and are influenced by many variables, including heart rate, and may misrepresent the degree of valve dysfunction. However, these findings are based on a small number of patients and must be interpreted cautiously.
In conclusion, residual valve dysfunction after FT normalizes spontaneously in nearly one-half the patients, but the risk of major adverse events is prohibitively high, particularly among patients who do not show improvement in functional class after FT.
Thus, these patients should be triaged for early redo surgery irrespective of the reduction in transvalvular gradients. Please note: All authors have reported that they have no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. Please note: Dr. Buxton has received research grants from Biosense Webster and Medtronic. Dr. Josephson has received research grants and speaking honoraria from Medtronic. Dr. Anter has received research grants and speaking honoraria from Biosense Webster and Boston Scientific. Dr. Contreras-Valdes has reported that he has no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose.
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R E F E R E N C E S
Platelets Interplay Between Pneumonia and Cardiovascular Events
Establishing a Link?
We read with interest the study by Cangemi et al. (1) entitled "Platelet Activation Is Associated With 
